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From a Friend in Shropſhire to his Country-man 


Mr. Richard Baxter 


ATHIS 


| MEETING-HOUSE//> 
LONDON. © 


Eing well aſſur'd of the reſpe&t you bear to mankind in general 
and particularly thoſe of your Native-Country, I prefume to 
trouble your Reverence with the peruſing of thele lines, being 
moſtly matter of Fat, as it is atted by one Mr. Fzgh P— and 

Mr, Philip ap R—, Preachers of an Independent Congregation at Swiny 
in this Pariſh, at Mrs. P4kers, in which you may calily oblerve how ſome 
men corrupt the word, and what kind of gain they make by the pre- 
tence of Godlineſs. Had I known the particular Reſident at Z odor for 
this part of Fxgland, 1 would have forborn this trouble to your (elf ; 
Ent preſuming you may have ſome knowledge of him, | defire, at your 
firſt conveniency, tocommunicate this with what you ſhall think fit fur- 
ther to be done in the Atair, as your Reverence's Wiſdom ſhall find 
moſt expedient. The Caſe is, Mrs. Baker betore-named was left by her 
Husband Baker (one whom you know to be an honeſt man,and 
ative in the [ite Reformation ) in polleſiion of an acquir'd Eſtate, to the 
value of 5c0 /. per annum well ſtock'd, and generally believed to be a 
money'd man. The ſaid Preachers, with one Mr. M of Shrewſ- 
bury, a Perſon for his Integrity well known to all the Gentlemen in the 
County, were deputed Truſtees for the ſecuring of the ſaid Eſtate ac- 
cording to the Will of the Donor, his chiefeſt care being to prevent any 
Claim his Nephew Mr. John Lloyd might make to it, for that his ſaid 
Nephew was a frequenter of the Pariſh-Church all his life-time, ec. and 
did not partake of the benefits he might have made by Diſſenting in 
that patticular. Bur (o it is, the Teſtator has been dead about four years, 
and our good woman before-nam'd has enjoy d the Eſtate, and bas not in 
any thing (Jackn'd her hand wherein ſhe might ſerve the Cauſe ; for do- 
ing of which the more etfectually, ſhe converts the Hall of her Manhon- 
Houle to a very convenient Meeting-place, and furniſh'd it with a Pwlpzt, 


and all neceſſary Pues and Seats for accommodating of the — 
which 


: (2) 
which was very numerous 3 for the -[! ord was preach'd as well in J/elfþ 
asin Erglif) ; Mr, P— performing the firſt part ; and of both Nations 
there was generally a great appearance. , 

It is to be conſidered in our remote parts, and eſpecially_in Villages, 
there is not Conveniencies for accomodating of People with neceſlary 
Proviſions, when ſo far from their homes ; to ſupply which, the good 
Woman (out of her own Purſe) relicved all perfons according to their 
Qualities, which you may reaſonably gueſs coſt Money; and 'tis now 
more then ſuſpected that ſhe has disburſed above 20col. befides the 
yearly In-come ; for that was very inſignificant to the preſling occaſions 
of the Congregation ; and indeed (to give lome of '-m their juſt Com- 
mer lation) they were not wanting at any time t» iu”: the good Gen- 
tlewe man with ſuch ſums of Money as the though: ( he better car- 
rying on of the Work) ſhe might ſtznd in need of; 17 ſecurity, 
they were {© much her true Friends, that they never rei | gan oft 
Servant in the Houſe ; by which kindneſs they the more - 1 euted 
their ends; as you ſhall preſently underſtand. 

The good Woman being intangled, as you have ſeen. 4 + hardly 
1s Miſtreſs of any thing ſhe us'd to call her own, ſhe !. (1.1) toO 
ncar her heart, and was very much afflicted with mc' Þ Þ!!., und by 
the care of her Truſtees ſhe was convey'd to Shrewsbur: tr 5 bei 
recovery of her health, and in the mean. time the Eſtaic >! by he 
ſaid Preachers for the uſe of the Creditors; which was du: - 5 efcuru- 
ally, that all, 0: moſt ot the poor Servants being engaged with vii Mi- 
ſtreſs, fd, ror fear of the ſtorm coming upon themſelves, aud left tlic boo- 
ty to any that would take It- 

Mr. P— and Mr. ap R— having now preach'd themiclves from 
the Hall to every individual Roomin the Houſe, and in full poſſciiion of 
the whole, it's obſerv'd that the ufual care that was taken on the Congre- 
gation is ſomewhat abated, and the numbers begin to leſſen, not on! y 
in the TTeck!y- Meetings, but in the Great and Montl:ly- Meeting, which 
was celebrated with breaking of Bread in the evening, after a goo Pinner 
at noon ; the defect of the latter does (cem much to1mpair the uſe of the 
former; to prevent ſuch an evil, will take up ſome Time and Colt. 

And now, my good Country-man, as have always heard a very good 
report of your Juſtice and Integrity, and yaur willingneſs to imploy your 
ſelf upon all occaſions wherein you might lerve your Generation in any 
honourable undertaking, let me defire you to conſider the lighs of the 
poor abus'd Widow, and find ſome expedient that ſhe may be reſtor'd to 
her Houſe and Eſtate ; for in all probability that may be the only cfte- 
tual way of a certain Cure ; for ſogreat a burden is too hard for one 
(noulder, (as appears by our Object=,) but if Jaid upon the whole, it will 
not only cure a Diltemper in her, but in many hundreds, who (it's fear'd ) 
are infecied, more or leſs, with the ſpoils of a devour'd Wl idows Fouſe 5 
And it by your ſpiritual Comforts to the poor Woman you are ſiicceſstul, 
no doubt but it will be an acceptable piece of Service, and a much 
greater to God and the whole Kingdom, if your ftatherly Admonitions 
againſt (uch Practices, there ſhall be no occaſion for the future to make 
my Complaints ofthis kind, My ſervice to the Brethren, but more eſpe- 
cially to your ſelf: Iam a hearty well-wiſher, and your Country-man. 
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